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Speed Restrictions Published On A SID

• When cleared along a route or procedure that contains published speed restrictions, pilots must comply with 
those speed restrictions independent of a “Climb Via” or “Climb & Maintain” clearance

• ATC anticipates pilots will begin accelerating after passing a speed restriction commensurate with normal 
aircraft operations, but will not exceed the next speed restriction, if any, published on the SID

• If vectored off a SID route segment where a published speed restriction applies, pilots are expected to 
maintain the published speed restriction until further advised 

• Absent any qualifying instructions, issuance of a “Climb Via” clearance cancels a previously issued ATC 
speed adjustment and provides pilot discretion to adjust speed while requiring compliance with upcoming 
restrictions

• ATC may require compliance with previously issued speed adjustments using phraseology:

– “Proceed to (WP name), then climb via...”
– “Maintain (speed) until (WP name), then climb via...”
– “Cross (WP name) at (speed) then climb via....”

• Where there are no upcoming speed restrictions, issuance of a “Proceed direct (WP name), climb via ....”
cancels a previously issued speed adjustment and authorizes speed at pilot's discretion as appropriate for 
the phase of flight, ensuring compliance with 14 CFR 91.117
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Climb Via – Operational Application 
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 FAA issued a clarification concerning the speed to be maintained when the aircraft is removed from the lateral path of a SID or STAR. Unless otherwise assigned a speed to maintain, speed restrictions published on a SID or STAR are canceled when ATC issues a radar vector removing the aircraft from the procedure's lateral path (e.g. “Lear 1234, fly heading one-five zero, vectors for spacing, maintain one zero thousand, expect to rejoin the KEPEC arrival”).  If ATC has previously assigned a speed to maintain, pilots should maintain that speed unless necessary to slow in accordance with 14 CFR 91.117
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Speed Restrictions Published On A SID

• When cleared along a route or procedure that contains published speed restrictions, pilots must comply with 
those speed restrictions independent of a “Climb Via” or “Climb & Maintain” clearance

• ATC anticipates pilots will begin accelerating after passing a speed restriction commensurate with normal 
aircraft operations, but will not exceed the next speed restriction, if any, published on the SID

• If vectored off of a SID route segment where a published speed applies, the published speed is cancelled 
and speed is at pilot's discretion unless ATC has assigned a speed

• Absent any qualifying instructions, issuance of a “Climb Via” clearance cancels a previously issued ATC 
speed adjustment and provides pilot discretion to adjust speed while requiring compliance with upcoming 
restrictions

• ATC may require compliance with previously issued speed adjustments using phraseology:

– “Proceed to (WP name), then climb via...”
– “Maintain (speed) until (WP name), then climb via...”
– “Cross (WP name) at (speed) then climb via....”

• Where there are no upcoming speed restrictions, issuance of a “Proceed direct (WP name), climb via ....”
cancels a previously issued speed adjustment and authorizes speed at pilot's discretion as appropriate for 
the phase of flight, ensuring compliance with 14 CFR 91.117
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Speed Restrictions Published On A STAR

• When otherwise cleared along a route or procedure that contains published speed restrictions, the pilot must comply 
with those speed restrictions independent of a “Descend Via” or “Descend & Maintain” clearance

• ATC anticipates pilots will begin adjusting speed the minimum distance necessary prior to a published speed 
restriction, commensurate with normal aircraft deceleration, to cross the waypoint/fix at the published speed

• Once at the published speed,  ATC expects pilots will maintain the published speed until additional adjustment is 
required to comply with further published or ATC assigned speed restrictions or as required to ensure compliance with 
14 CFR Section 91.117

• If vectored off a STAR route segment where a published speed restriction applies, pilots are expected to maintain
the published speed restriction until further advised 

• Absent any qualifying instructions, issuance of a “Descend Via” clearance cancels a previously issued ATC speed 
adjustment and provides pilot discretion to adjust speed while requiring compliance with upcoming restrictions

• ATC may require compliance with previously issued speed adjustments using phraseology:

– “Proceed to (WP name), then descend via...”,
– “Maintain (speed) until (WP name), then descend via...”
– “Cross (WP name) at (speed) then descend via....”

• Where there are no upcoming speed restrictions, issuance of a “Proceed direct (WP name), descend via ....” cancels a 
previously issued speed adjustment and authorizes speed at pilot's discretion as appropriate for the phase of flight, 
ensuring compliance with 14 CFR 91.117
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Descend Via – Operational Application
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 FAA issued a clarification concerning the speed to be maintained when the aircraft is removed from the lateral path of a SID or STAR. Unless otherwise assigned a speed to maintain, speed restrictions published on a SID or STAR are canceled when ATC issues a radar vector removing the aircraft from the procedure's lateral path (e.g. “Lear 1234, fly heading one-five zero, vectors for spacing, maintain one zero thousand, expect to rejoin the KEPEC arrival”).  If ATC has previously assigned a speed to maintain, pilots should maintain that speed unless necessary to slow in accordance with 14 CFR 91.117
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Speed Restrictions Published On A STAR

• When otherwise cleared along a route or procedure that contains published speed restrictions, the pilot must comply 
with those speed restrictions independent of a “Descend Via” or “Descend & Maintain” clearance

• ATC anticipates pilots will begin adjusting speed the minimum distance necessary prior to a published speed 
restriction, commensurate with normal aircraft deceleration, to cross the waypoint/fix at the published speed

• Once at the published speed,  ATC expects pilots will maintain the published speed until additional adjustment is 
required to comply with further published or ATC assigned speed restrictions or as required to ensure compliance with 
14 CFR Section 91.117

• If vectored off of a STAR route segment where a published speed applies, the published speed is cancelled and speed 
is at pilot's discretion unless ATC has assigned a speed 

• Absent any qualifying instructions, issuance of a “Descend Via” clearance cancels a previously issued ATC speed 
adjustment and provides pilot discretion to adjust speed while requiring compliance with upcoming restrictions

• ATC may require compliance with previously issued speed adjustments using phraseology:

– “Proceed to (WP name), then descend via...”,
– “Maintain (speed) until (WP name), then descend via...”
– “Cross (WP name) at (speed) then descend via....”

• Where there are no upcoming speed restrictions, issuance of a “Proceed direct (WP name), descend via ....” cancels a 
previously issued speed adjustment and authorizes speed at pilot's discretion as appropriate for the phase of flight, 
ensuring compliance with 14 CFR 91.117
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ATC Clearance #1:
“Fly Heading Three Five Zero, Vectors For Spacing, 

Do Not Exceed Two Five Zero Knots, 
Expect To Resume The EEONS Three Departure”

ATC Clearance #2:
“Proceed Direct SHOBO, 

Climb Via The EEONS Three Departure”

• Proceed direct to SHOBO & resume EEONS SID
• The last ATC‐assigned speed (250 KT) is canceled 
• Pilot may adjust speed at their discretion in compliance with 14 CFR 91.117
• Continue climb & comply with published altitude restrictions to the “Top Altitude” (FL 230) 

Speed Adjustments
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Speed Adjustments
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ATC Clearance #1:
“Fly Heading Two Seven Zero, Vectors for Spacing, 

Maintain Two Five Zero Knots, 
Expect To Resume The STAKR Two Departure”

• The last ATC‐assigned speed (250 KT) is canceled 
• Pilot may adjust speed at their discretion in compliance with 

14 CFR 91.117, not to exceed the 280 KT speed restriction at LENNN
• Proceed direct to LENNN & track the lateral path of the STAKR SID
• Comply with published altitude & speed restrictions
• Climb to the published “Top Altitude” (FL 230)

ATC Clearance #2:
“Proceed Direct LENNN,

Climb Via The STAKR Two Departure”
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ATC Clearance:
“Fly Heading Two Seven Zero, Vectors For Weather Over QUENY,

Descend And Maintain One Zero Thousand,
Expect To Resume The EAGUL Five Arrival”

• Maintain published speed (250 KT)
• Maintain ATC‐assigned altitude (10,000’)
• Expect to resume EAGUL Five

Speed Adjustments
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 FAA issued a clarification concerning the speed to be maintained when the aircraft is removed from the lateral path of a SID or STAR. Unless otherwise assigned a speed to maintain, speed restrictions published on a SID or STAR are canceled when ATC issues a radar vector removing the aircraft from the procedure's lateral path (e.g. “Lear 1234, fly heading one-five zero, vectors for spacing, maintain one zero thousand, expect to rejoin the KEPEC arrival”).  If ATC has previously assigned a speed to maintain, pilots should maintain that speed unless necessary to slow in accordance with 14 CFR 91.117
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ATC Clearance:
“Fly Heading Two Seven Zero, Vectors For Weather Over QUENY,

Descend And Maintain One Zero Thousand,
Expect To Resume The EAGUL Five Arrival”

• 250 KT speed restriction is canceled
• Speed is at the pilot’s discretion
• Maintain ATC‐assigned altitude (10,000’)
• Expect to resume EAGUL Five
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